Maternal ulcerative colitis and fetal brain injury: long-term neurologic outcome.
Two maternal-fetal case presentations illustrate the possible association of active maternal ulcerative colitis during pregnancy and fetal brain injury resulting in long-term neurological sequelae. Thromboembolic complications may occur in the fetus based on similar mechanisms for stroke in children and adults with active inflammatory bowel disease. Identification of thrombophilia in the pregnant woman with active ulcerative colitis may better explain a pathophysiologic mechanism for long-term neurological morbidity in offspring.